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Trump taps emergency powers 


Senate approves bill to guarantee paid sick leave 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE 
AND JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Con- 
fronting twin health and 
economic crises, President 
Donald Trump on Wednes- 
day invoked emergency 
powers to marshal critical 
medical supplies against a 


coronavirus pandemic 
threatening to overwhelm 
hospitals and other treat- 
ment centers. 

The Senate acted on the 
economic front, approving 
legislation to guarantee 
sick leave to workers sick- 
ened by the disease. 

Trump described him- 
self as a “wartime presi- 


dent” as virus cases surged 
and the markets fell, and he 
took a series of extraordi- 
nary steps to steady a bat- 
tered nation, its day-to-day 
life fundamentally altered. 
Most immediately, 
Trump is employing the 
Defense Production Act as 
needed, giving the govern- 
ment more power to steer 


production by private com- 
panies and try to overcome 
shortages in masks, ventila- 
tors and other supplies. 

Trump also said he will 
expand the nation’s testing 
capacity and deploy a Navy 
hospital ship to New York 
City, which is rapidly be- 
coming an epicenter of the 
pandemic, and another 
such ship to the West 
Coast. 

The Housing and Urban 


Development Department 
will suspend foreclosures 
and evictions through 
April. A growing number of 
Americans face losing jobs 
and missing rent and mort- 
gage payments. 

But as Trump laid out 
efforts to steady the econo- 
my, the markets plum- 
meted. Gone were the last 
of the gains that the Dow 


See EMERGENCY, 8A 


INSIDE: Chaos after 
European land borders 
are closed. 4A 


INSIDE: Government 
supply of protective gear 
tested by pandemic. 6A 


INSIDE: Five possibly 
exposed to virus at 
senior home. 10A 


OPINION: Region 
needs better leadership 
from Gov. DeSantis. HA 


LOCAL: Stores dedicate 
opening hour to older, 
at-risk shoppers. 1B 


LOCAL: Lawyer says 
jury deliberations dur- 
ing pandemic unjust. IB 


LOCAL: More drive- 
thru testing sites are set 
to open this week. 2B 


MONEY: Investors 
dash for cash as market 
volatility persists. 5B 


MONEY: Ford and GM 
to close all auto plants 
in North America. 5B 


MONEY: Exposure 
cases among TSA 
workers on the rise. 5B 
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Businesses adapt to restrictions 


Jenna Starr and Austyn Goodale, in the passenger seat, receive their drinks at the Starbucks drive-up in 

Fort Lauderdale on Wednesday. Starr, on spring break from Iowa City, said, “There’s really nothing to do, but 
we're trying to make some fun of it with this golf cart.” The furniture at Starbucks has been moved aside or 
removed, the restrooms are closed to customers, and the shop is open for grab-and-go and drive-up service only. 
Businesses are adapting to the new normal in an effort to discourage spreading the coronavirus, 1B. 


Social distancing versus 
spring break socializing 


By ANDREW BORYGA 


Leaders have put in place 
social distancing measures, 
shut down bars and ex- 
horted our need to make 
sacrifices to flatten the 
curve of new coronavirus 
infections in South Florida. 
Still, if you look around the 
streets, you’ll find two 
camps of people — those 
who seem intent on letting 
the curve flail carelessly and 
those who want to strangle 
it down. 

You'll also probably no- 
tice what separates them: 
age. 


According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, people 65 and 
older are most vulnerable to 
COVID-~-19. 

On Tuesday, Susan Sloan, 
65, was one of many older 
men and women shopping 
in a Hollywood CVS wear- 
ing a face mask and gloves. 
Near the pharmacy area, a 
line that had formed full of 
those waiting to fill pre- 
scriptions practiced social 
distancing, with each per- 
son standing feet apart from 
each other. 


See SOCIAL, 9A 
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Spring breakers celebrate at Rock Bar on March 9. By Tuesday, mandatory restrictions 
went into place to enforce social distancing, though the party didn’t seem to stop. 


Dems call for Sanders to drop out 


Advisers to the Vermont senator say he is assessing his 
presidential campaign after another round of losses. 3A 


‘This 

is our 
biggest 
fear’ 


Virus suspected in 
19 long-term care 
facilities in Florida 


By CINDY KRISCHER 
GOODMAN, DAVID 
FLESHLER AND 
SKYLER SWISHER 


The new coronavirus dis- 
ease widened its attack on 
Florida’s most vulnerable 
population this week, with 
the annnouncement 
Wednesday that new cases 
were suspected or con- 
firmed at 19 long-term care 
facilities. 

The state would not iden- 
tify the facilities or say 
where they were located. 
But one Fort Lauderdale fa- 
cility may account for some 
of them. 

The discovery of the co- 
ronavirus in so many facili- 
ties may reflect an increase 
in testing, which experts say 
has been done far too infre- 
quently to present a true 


See VIRUS, 10A 


Workers 
forced to 
remain in 
the office 


Employees worry 
as outbreak spreads 


By DAVID LYONS 


It’s not that the employ- 
ees don’t want to work — 
they just want to be moved 
to the safe confines of their 
homes, away from a work- 
place where they fear expo- 
sure to the coronavirus. 

Worried employees who 
toil for Broward County, call 
centers and other employ- 
ers in South Florida have 
expressed concern in recent 
days that they are being 
forced to work in densely 
populated offices that could 
be susceptible to the trans- 
mission of the virus. 

Some complain that they 
must report to their offices 
even though others in the 
workforce are being al- 
lowed to telecommute from 


See OFFICE, 10A 


Moderate earthquake shakes Utah 


Major air traffic hub is temporarily shut down, and 


millions already on edge from virus are frightened. 3A 


Volvo recalling 736,000 vehicles 


The automatic emergency braking system may not 
detect obstacles and stop the vehicles as designed. 5B 
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